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Abstract; This paper uses patents as a perspective to analyze the characteristics of renewable energy technology innovation
in China during 1985 —2011. The qualitative and quantitative methods are used to analyze the factors and mechanism of
those characteristics. Conclusions are as follows; First, the patents appear to be obvious layered, regional orientation, dif-
ferent maturity of different energies and low — quality. Second, China emphasizes more on technology extension and demon-
stration rather than the basic research. Third, GDP and additional tariff promote the growth of patents, but subsidy and ca-

pacity of renewable energy have little impact on patents. Based on the analysis above, this paper proposes to further refine

the patent system and the electricity subsidy system and to increase investment in scientific research.
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